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like that of rushing waters, In. idmicn.thcmdmlsgmulhcpimnorm
churches and their angels in Asia Minor. While the angel of a church is commended, the
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as the case may be.

‘Butthe book does not stop mmmawmm icumofnamn
at war with itself. The stars &ll,mdmemn#mmmﬁmtbshine.mmducould
become frightened with the sight of “strange and terrible monsters™, lppwin;“ﬁvn
the sea™ or“ﬁunnnabyumd”d&hﬁdhg“aﬁegianuofdlmmoamepamofm
memlanmmmmmmofmmmmm are all
curious and familiar phenomena in the A, * Before our reader “the atmosphere
o i g o oy e
our: and mind is the bizarre, grostesque,

Little wonder then, that scholars, con and theologians down through the
ymhnvcmmdyheﬁdivmqpiuioumﬁeboohfwsmluyhhmwy
“strange book™, itiseqmllymind-bogglhgtoﬂwmoduumdu Just as much as it is
unique, the book is all the same “notoriously difficult for the modern man to
understand. ™ Certainly Barclay is not alone in this way of thinking about the book. The
amm&oflhewtychmhmmebbukm&mmblmMmM(c.A,D 140)
throws it out campletely from his canon.' Indeed Clement of Rome, around A. D 93-97
failed to come to firm with the book, and even the whole of the New Testament, as
divine while for him Oldnmmmwanotonlyudpmre.itwstheunmof
God in its entirety. ?&Abmmev;r Christiandom had accepted the
Apoedypamo New Testament

‘But the debate on.anm jealontothuwasthe
Monwsmmebookofkovehmn This resulted in the book being considered as
disputed. Eusebius (c. 265 -339) laments that as a result of the uncertainty of its meaning
mmmmmmrmwumnmmmmmm
Apollonius as those who disputed it, and treated it with caution.” In exasperation the
great reformer, Martin Luther, on the one hand allows each interpreter of the book to
hold his own opinion, while for him on the other hand, he moans as he asserts, “1 miss
mmmmmmmmmwamhdduwummucm
prophetic.” The author, for Luther, has gone too far by commending his work more
highly than others, even when they are more superior to his own.

“Luther appears to have been offended by the author when he comments further that
Mmlhorwnnotmmmmousmghwhmhe“ﬂlmxdmifmemw




anything from it, God wmwm with him. Again they are to be blessed who
keep what is written therein; and yet no one knows what that is, to say nothing of
keephmi&.."l.u&aisnotth‘rqnchyg& He continues. “it is just the same as if we had it
not. and there are many far better books for us fo " Then Luther concludes: “My
spiritmmfitlmlfhtolhk ok ' sufficient reason, for me not to think
highly of it, - Christ is not taught o teach Christ is the thing which an

is ‘ 1 stick to the books which give me
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who were oppressed by the devil, because God was with Him.™

Bultmann, the acclaimed “greatest New Testament Scholar of the tv
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remains largely unanswered in of its meaning and unde

twenty-ﬁntcemuryChrNiumy X : ands to

interpret the book, its

unreality of the symbols and the co
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is caught between the literal and the sy ic,nmmwfnsquitebuw loappmc'&ﬂzm

works. Oncewelmowllowwhmdkthglo;wﬁ and demoriic hordes, the many-horned
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presentation of theol '
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would like to devote the rest of this article 1 to these questions. Our
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mdyo(mpbook, hurgmdmctlythutophcchuvymphnhonthekwuh'
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or the question at issue.” Hemaimiuedthmhurmcmunbe
sn-uck,"fou!lmumem mdis.isderivedﬁomthefpm«
_ Granted therefore the Apocalypse is not lacking
Chnmmmemmm&mnmukmwmvmdmlwmmemﬁmwm . He
5 freely and successfully | nppedhuteichm;abmtﬂ\ecmmnwkions,dmmp,
poetic ¢ language and . As an Apocalyptic per excellence his profuse use of
images must uothwonwueéasmlesmcss, rather, it is kept fluid and shifting so that
thmwmhemmmlnzoﬁsymbolfmwdsﬁpﬁm This leads us accordingly
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Bmwmmtmwwuhﬂnﬂmummﬁvg&umw~
understood in isolation from the previous chapter. While chapter four records the
magnificent vision of the glorious God the creator, chapter five :
Lmbﬂwmﬂofth;mdemnodcmﬁou muudofch:pt&fourprmudw
hqvuuycmrﬂmindupwmhipofﬁodlhcf and chapter five also ends
fourtiviagaunmm&umwmy-fomeldm into a new song to the
adouﬁmoﬂheumb *Thus our author cares as much for what happens in heaven
as he does for the carth, mememeofunhinchepwstwoloﬂmehemomto
huvmﬁmﬁetwhnchapuuoﬁm:ndt'vpmdmullnsm“ntﬂchapmm‘
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. Their essential interest songs, one to the Creator (iv. _iaL
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supreme (V. l3),'l'hemol’.lohusdcuﬂpuonol'tho heavenly scene emphasizes an
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hile Ju toalions and a lioness that no one would dare to arouse, the.
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is used as a symbol of the Messiah.” The impact of this Lion in our context however, is
better expressed by hy%mmmmmuofmm.mmmw
plaoe:sthakiugof&eam make him a fitting emblem of the all-powerful Messiah,
whom the Jews awaited.™" :
%Rbotom:vid“ismothermlemibedtowsﬁgmviho _;bletoopeodn
book. We should note however that this symbolfs '  our author.
Jer. 23:5 as possible sources of inspiration a i '
pmagesducn’beshhnummﬁuhasdm[nmwhokcmmemof
Jesse or simply a Branch. For this reason our author should be credited as the only one
who employs the Lion of Judah as a Christo
is what he has done with the Root of David. ce what he means d
hwvislm:pring:ﬁombtv rather than any other person in the lineage of his
n victor "“md'fsﬁmtheclmofbmdcmfmm
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contents.

Ironically, at this point as our author turn mdmdtooka'aooaaudcloscﬂook
at the Lion, it was a Lamb that he 'W!f!nll‘iu us powe

deliver, pmdoumllyitmlhe i
mhefemn“memuwofﬁemb'mlﬁmbmﬂcm:fy"_" ing in any case,
directing attention 1o the unique combination of majesty and meekness which
characterized the life of Jesus Christ.™" It is also worthy of note that this Lamb is unique
just as the Lion is, and very peculiar to the Apocalypse. This image of the Lamb is
predominantly used from now until the end Cllll‘lesnotcﬂhlt“ﬂ&wordls
used twenty-nmmfn ;welve : : |
cr_uclﬁedMessiah o

Lamb whlch has bee% depicwd“as
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~ The consensus of opinion &
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might of God which can mshm«gud enemies, The Lamb |  horns;
we have seen that number seven stands nrmmmmmmmmof
the Lamb is perfect, full, complete beyond withstanding ™ But what of the eyes that are
not only seven in number as well, but which have been entrusted with 8 mission, as it
wcrc.forthcwholecanh"hclv ahead to explain again: “It is a strange and an
eerie picture; wqulccmum&forthe ‘omniscience of God, In an
almost crude way &saylthum:smpluemunhwmchkmmduﬂnmomod,
and which God does not see.™'
129}
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waon his vietory by,lyls atoning and sacrificial death." Thus fully e for action,
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forward and took the book from the hand of the one seated on the U ¢. For Kiddle, this
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of God dnd the will of ( st Little wonder then that all segments of the heavenly
“choral and Titurgice their hands burst into great praise and

ne and the Lamb.
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¢ S martyrs are kept safe. While the first four seals
resent a pict ubled an ﬁbeﬂlcdtimes.ﬁéﬁﬂliwppliumhwludelnwm«:h
the redeemed are assured that not in vain as judgment is sure, and their
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their present state of blessedness.

The breaking of the next seal, which is the sixth, depicts another panorama of
terror that renders the earth darkened. In rapid succession the seer is allowed to visualize
invasion of the earth with civil war, famine of unprecedented magnitude, and even
death. But then there is another interlude between the sixth and seventh seals. This is
very important as it presents the position of the faithful ones in the midst of the terrors. A
quick look at the first interlude shows how the faithful martyrs are secured from the

terrors that bedevil a godless world. In the interlude at hand the Apocalyptist presents a
people of God, uncountable in number, a myriad indeed from all nations of the carth,
who have triumphed and come out unscathed at the close of the great distress.

As it is the case with the faithful martyrs these ones also are arrayed in splendor
and are ascribing their salvation to the grace of God and the Lamb. Even in this case
asserts, “is the message about the church's fate when these woes were to fall upon the
world. That is the secret which the reader must eagerly ponder. It is not on the grim
horsemen of the first four seals that his eyes must be fixed, not yet on the cosmic
disorder sketched in vv. 12-17; he must rather look to a passage which is often referred
toas ' an interlude’ in the sequence of the seven seal portents, but is much too important
to be thus designated as though it were of minor significance, in as much s it gives
ming_t:‘:;e.vhbn wm&ﬂwd&mm\m»mz ﬂsl!ofim:ﬁab!ei
causeless and sadistic foes against anything and everything that is godly, the way o
escape for the faithful is Lion-Lamb who himself has Wcmumw
of lifee like them but who by reason of him being slain has triumphed over the foes. Thus
he is more than qualified to save to the uttermost. Buthow does this relate to us?

'We should recollect at this point that the task we set for ourselves is how our
finding will benefit the current church in Africa. The picture that has emerged so far
about the Lamb is that of a conquering warrior dealing death blows on his enemies and
saving his followers in the midst of deadly plagues that are intermittently unleashed on a
world that is relentlessly evil and spoiling every opportunity for the truth to triumph.
Although in this type of exercise it is not possible to coverall the ground, itis pertinent to
say that  picture has been painted sufficient enough to know the mind of the

on the issue, Morris' idea is quite instructive at this point, Of the book he says, “It was as
full as it could possibly be. Some have identified the book with the Old Testament,
contains the world's destiny and its contents are revealed to us pictorially as the seals are
broken.™ This may not be the last word on the book. oo :
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ago Obafemi Awolowo, one of the leading Christian politicians in Africa, challenged




the church to look inward for a self-examination and how to relate to the state and
address the issues that affected her adversely. To him the clergy have the responsibility
to do this. While still in College he had the following to say about the church: “I onmy
punmadcnomtoinmfmwhhmareligiomviemmdpmﬁcuofm friends or
of the staff and students in the College. But if anyone tried to preach Church-going and
mmmnofmaibhmmummﬁmllymem,lwqﬁcklym
hhn.ltkmyumﬁdvhwﬁmndmmmemmjmtyofmmmmm
clergy, mmdﬂ-equoddialmﬁuﬂymwmbuwl&mm W‘
detractors and traducers of our great religion.”™"
Muwmag&mmmuuummmammmwm
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Anythingdunhuzmallomhebuubtouﬁmpbmddolw«m faithful within our
mahulnﬂingisthmdmdmmdv&mdastymm&m This is well
by one of them: “In their efforts to contextualize their Christian faith, the
dWesdA&hmMmmcmbbmofmmofmupmoﬂu
Christian faith to traditional culture and religion. Often there is the temptation in some
m«MMmmwMMmmwb{m
religion. The result is often a form of religious syncretism.”

_ But he is not through yet. %posiﬁonoﬂhemofmebookofm ]
concerning such tendencies is clear. All such forms of syncretism are completely out of
mmmwmmmmwueomemmwm
absolute lordship of the risen Christ. Absolutely anything which compromises that
Lordship in any way must be utterly rejected.”” In as much as this sort of attitude
miwmwnwmmmmmmuwwmmwmu
ignorant, culturally irrelevant, socially inept and religiously dead. Moreover the Lamb
wnllbedevoldofmllmsmmawuwmmwwhw&ymm
wmmmmdommmmmmmwmuw
wanting.”
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22:8), Eventually, Godpmvtded aram in place of the lamb. ‘
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discuss ' of the see P
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“Kiddle,
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- * Obafemi Awolowo,"‘ < Th
(Camibridee: Auth University

Books, 1980).9 146 eufollows | bad%un question certain
things in the life of the mission which seemed themch of Christ
mmeBible.lwuldnumwhymeanﬂs;wnmmm seats in
the church and why Rev. MMushmdowentaboutonﬁotordhcyclewhﬂem
missionaries rode in cars.” Has that kind of attitude changed towards the ones whose
faces they don't want 1o see, just because you question their authority and a few things
thatmiuoanplﬁblewhhtbenumoﬂhehmb,mdwhibhmeymdoms?

" Robert S. Bumey, The Book of Revelation (Ibadan: Daystar Press, 1988), pp.
111-112. But contra see: E. Bolaji Idowu, Towards An Indigenous Church (Ibadan:
Oxford University Press, 1965), and “Religions on Peace”, Orita: Ibadan Journal of
Religious Studies 5 No. 2 (December 1971), pp. 83-92. t
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Richard Bauckham, Tt of th of Revelation: : v
(CaﬂibﬁdgeUnivmumes. l993).pp 35-39 -




